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Evelyn: ... well, Belville was a small grow ... a small growing town,
and uh, 'my father saw that this was happening and he started a what
was called then a general store, and we carried everything from
cold meats and food and ground the coffee, and chicken feed, and
everything that could accommodate the different types of people who
lived there.
Montserrat:

Did you have siblings?

Evelyn: Yes, I was the youngest in the family of four.
older sisters, and an older brother.
Montserrat:

I had two

Did the whole family work in the store?

Evelyn: Uh, yes, they did. I've heard many tales of that, but of
course, I being the youngest, didn't participate as much as they
did. Uh, people would call in orders and uh, in the morning and my
brother and sister relayed how they had to carry the big heavy
basket and deliver the orders on their way back to school.
Montserrat:
the family?
Evelyn:

Or was it just

No, no, it was just, just a family operation.

Montserrat:
Evelyn:

Did your parents have any employees?

And was the store located near your home?

Well, we lived up over the store.

Montserrat: Okay, tell ... why don't you tell me a little bit about
your education? Primary, secondary ....
Evelyn: Well, of course, yes, I went to all the local schools in
Belville and graduated from there. And then I went to what was
then called no, I forgot, my freshman year I went to Goucher
College in Baltimore, Maryland.
And then I transferred to New
Jersey College for Women of which name is called Douglass College
and is a part of the uh, of Rutgers, the state university.
Montserrat:

What was your major?

Evelyn: Oh, languages, French and German; I like ... enjoyed them.
(did you want to teach) Well, at that time in, when I graduated in
1933, there were so very few ... either you became a librarian or you
became a teacher, you became a secretary and there were very few
opportunities, so I chose teaching. But I never did teach, because
when I graduated there were about 4 more likely 6 applications for
every opening you went to.
Montserrat:

2933 was your graduating year?

(yes, uh-huh)

So ...

Evelyn:
That was just shortly after the depression.
And so I
finally ended up working as a social worker for the government.
They uh, you ... (the local government or ... ?) no, in Newark, see,
Belville is a suburb of Newark. Pardon?
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Montserrat:
f,

I

Was it for the state government or part of ... ?

••

Evelyn: Yes, it was the state government. We went into homes and
interviewed people, decided whether they really needed help,
financial help they were applying for, so it was, it was that type
of, I had no training whatsoever.
Montserrat:
What recollections do you have of the onset of the
depression in 1929? Did it mean different uh, sort of business for
your parents?
Evelyn: Nooo ... I wasn't uh, it didn't really bother me because my
father had the store, and we always had an income.
And uh, of
course, my older brother and two sisters were out of the home, and
were working, so that it really wasn't a financial burden.
I
wasn't too, except for the fact that I worked with people who were
having difficulties; that was my only contact really, with the
depression.
Montserrat:

Now, when did you meet your husband?

Evelyn: Well, between my junior and senior year at college. A
friend and I went up into the Catskills and waited on tables. And
we went up in early June, right after college was over, and we
worked at an inn at which my future husband lived; he was not
married. And I met him then during that time.
Montserrat:
Can you tell me a little something about him, and
where and when he was born, and where he had gone to college, and
how he ended up living in that inn?
Evelyn: Okay. He was born in Glenrock, Pennsylvania in 1904. And
uh, his father owned a farm, and he grew up on the farm, and
learned to work on, you know, he learned that if he didn't do his
job, that it was a burden to somebody else. and he always liked
that type of life. And uh, he graduated from high school, in York,
Pennsylvania, because Glenrock had only two years . .. uh, of course,
his parents weren't educated as I mean, any real formal education.
So, they, and it wasn't a custom in his family for someone to go to
college, but the minister, they were ardent Lutherans, and the
Lutheran minister said that you must let this boy go to college.
And so he entered Gettysburg (mmm-hmm), in 19, well, before he
entered Gettysburg he uh, after he graduated from high school, he
took a six-weeks course at a teachers college, and then taught in
a one-room school for a year. So he had that experience in back of
him. And as was typical there, his pay went right to his parents,
and uh, they bought him his first bicycle and gave him his
allowance, which you know was typical. But then, he was encouraged
to go on to college .
Montserrat:

So, then he went on to Gettysburg College.

Evelyn: Yes. And he realized that was uh, a burden to his family,
and was determined that he would do well.
In fact, he actually
borrowed the money from them, and then paid it back.
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Montserrat:
..
,,

And what was his major then?

Evelyn: Well, he went in thinking he'd major in history, and uh,
an English teacher fascinated him, so he ended up doing that, and
he encouraged him in debates, so he was on the debate team. And he
encouraged him to go into plays, so he uh, acted in plays. And he
also joined a fraternity, which they gave him encouragement ....
Montserrat:

What fraternity was it?

Evelyn: Phi Delta Theta. And uh, he uh, became active in student
government and ended up being president of the student body in his
senior year, plus president of his fraternity.
Monserrat: I see. Now when you met him, how long had he been out
of college? Or was he pursuing graduate work?
Evelyn: Well, he already had gotten his master's degree (when you
met him?) yes, and this was at Columbia. He had taught two years
in New Jersey, in Summersville, New Jersey.
Two years in
Hackensack, and after he got his master's degree, a professor
... always seems to be some ... a person who influences him,
encouraged him to go into a school administration. And there was
an opening in uh, in Roxbury, New York, and he insisted that he go
up and be interviewed. Well, Roxbury is out in the hills, and it
was a small school, and he came back and he said that really didn't
appeal to him, and the job was offered to him.
And uh, this
professor said you must go, he said, you have to begin at the
bottom, so he went up there, and was successful for three years,
and then was offered the position in Middleburg, New York, and both
of those systems were consolidated schools, so that there was this
big consolidated school and then he had to supervise maybe 10 or 12
one-room country schools. And of course, having taught in a oneroom country school, he was very ... and he was uh, I think he was
26, so you see, he was .. . had started at administrating, at
administration (administration) [laughs] at an early age.
Monsterrat: And he pursued a Ph.D. (yes, he did it). At Syracuse?
(mmm-hmm) Was that while he was working as an administrator ... ?
Evelyn: Yes, no, we ... we had three boys at that time, and there
again it was another professor at Syracuse who said having a Ph.D.
will open doors that are closed to you now. So he really put the
pressure on, and he would ... take quite a few of his courses during
the summer and during the, on Saturdays he would drive with other
men in the area.
Montserrat: Let's back up to the inn, when you met him. How soon
after you started working there, did you realize that you and he
would eventually be married?
Evelyn: Well, of course, I liked him very much when I first met
him.
But here I was still going to college and there was no
indication that he was interested in me. And then the next summer,
after I had graduated and tried to get a job, I thought well, at
least I can go back up there; I don't know whether there were any
4

ulterior motives or not, but (probably), [laughter], at any rate,
I went back up there and worked. And uh, stayed on for several
months. (and he was still staying there?) Oh, yes, he still lived
there, and I ... it was ... we enjoyed each other's company, and it was
after that, and I went home at Christmas and stayed home and
worked.
I realized that it was foolish for me, with a college
degree to spend my time waiting on tables, even though he was, yes,
that's right. So uh, again, he would come down, we'd meet in New
York and go to plays and so things developed from then.
Montserrat:
Evelyn:

And when were you married?

In 1935, in August.

Montserrat:

And were you ... [inaudible] ... ?

Evelyn: In, I think it was in Maryland, we ... he was the type that
didn't want to, you know, school was, this was in August, school
was going to begin and he was anxious, once he made up his mind,
(that was it), that was it, right.
(and so it was a small
wedding?) Oh, it was just he and I went to the minister's home and
were married. (okay. and then ... ) We came back to Middleburg and
that's where I went there as a bride.
In the foothills of the
Catskills.
Montserrat:

And were you happy there?

Evelyn: Oh, very, a little overwhelmed at first, with being the
supervising principal's wife I had no experience in that, but he
was very supportive ...
Montserrat:

You were quite young.

Evelyn: Yes, I was about 23, I guess, when I married, and when I
went up there. And uh, I can remember one of the things he first
said to me that whatever I did and said was a reflection on both of
us, and he had a really responsible position, so that has always
colored my life. I realized that uh, my life would be different
(mmm-hmm).
Montserrat:
Evelyn:
Albany.

And then how many children did you have?

We had three boys who were born, well, they were born in
We had to drive over 40 miles to the nearest hospital.

Montserrat:

[inaudible]

Evelyn: No, no, the first one was born about 2 years after we were
married, and then another one about 20 months, and when we came
down here in 1945, our youngest was three (uh-huh), so they weren't
real close, no.
Montserrat:
Evelyn:

And what were ... what are their names?

Robert is the oldest, and Conrad, and Fredrick.
5

Montserrat: Okay, how did you end up in Huntington, West Virginia?
And first perhaps you should tell me when did President Smith
complete his Ph.D.?
You started talking about that a little
earlier, and I cut you off and backed up a little.
Evelyn: Well, we came here in '45, I think he must have ... I'm not
sure (yeah). About 1943, I guess. And uh, of course ... .
Montserrat:

What did he write his dissertation about?

Evelyn: On uh, let me get this right.
Centralizing the school
systems of New York was the beginning then, and he wrote it on
Centralization of New York Schools. And then he went around and
there was some centralization was turned down, so he wanted to find
out why, what the ones that were successful did that they didn't
do, and as a result his dissertation has been used up there in the
state department as a source material on how to approach getting
your school system centralized.
Montserrat: Was that very difficult to have him working full-time
job, and working on a Ph.D., and the children and everything at
that time?
Evelyn:
Yeah, yeah, well, as I remember we gave one downstairs
room entirely to that, and the wall was papered with his charts.
And uh, then I would you see, there were no computers then and I
did the typing. And uh, the final summer I went up to Syracuse
with him, and uh, we worked on it together and he had to make some
modifications, which meant that I had to be there to do that.
Montserrat:

Was he away some of the summers, working on the Ph.D.?

Evelyn: Well, yes, (uh-huh, was that difficult?) .... Well, you
get use to ... he'd come home weekends, but uh, that was all right.
I didn't mind too bad. And there again, they encouraged him to get
into college work, not to be satisfied with public schools. And
uh, so he made a few applications and I remember at the time that
this job opened up, he could have gone to Rhode Island, but ... after
coming down here, it was a bigger operation. He came as the dean
of the teachers college (in 1943?) five.
1945. Took a thousand
dollar cut in, thousand dollar a year cut in pay, which he came at
$4500, so you know, you get along with what you have.
But he
wanted it badly enough.
Montserrat: Well, it was certainly different from uh, where we had
come from. It was a city whereas we came from a smaller town, but
people were very friendly and uh, we soon of course, he was down
here 5 weeks before I came, because he had to look for a place for
us to live, and that was hard, being up there, and he all the way
down here; it was hard on him looking ... ! had the car and he ... he
found us a place.
Montserrat:

Where did you first live when you came here?

Evelyn:
Right over here on 8th Street, 1 213 8th Street.
Of
course, with the ... with our three boys. And then we had a daughter
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after we came here. She was born in January of 1947. So, she's
out West Virginian. [laughs] And I was thinking back I imagine
she was the only girl, let me put it that way, who was born to,
here to a college president.
Montserrat: Mmmh. Then very soon after you came to Marshall uh,
your husband was made president of the university. Tell me how
that process came about so quickly.
And the impressions of his
responsibilities.
Evelyn: President Williams was president then, and he was offered
the position as Chancellor I believe, of the University of
Mississippi (mmm-hmm), so he left in I think, the end of June of
1946. And my husband was appointed acting president. And uh, of
course, did some of the dean's work, too, because he was really the
dean of the teachers college, and had no, really no aspirations to
become president. I mean, he didn't feel that he would. But ....
Evelyn:
Well, young and being uh, not a part of this area.
I
don't know how to say that, because well, things were different
then.
And I imagine there was some people that didn't like the
idea that he came from New York State. Surely there were others
who, closer by, could have filled the job. So, one of the things
President Williams told him was now, when someone asks you where
you're from, tell them you were just, you grew up 5 miles north of
the Maryland border, which was true. Where he grew that's where it
was. But for some reason or the other, he felt that that would
take the sting out of the fact that he came from New York state.
So apparently, they must have felt I suppose, with the board, and
supposed with President William's recommendation that he, he
assumed that job. And he did a good job. That's when the veterans
were coming back and (was he surprised to have been named acting
president?)
Oh, yes, definitely.
And definitely to be named
president, because I can remember one night, I think I was the one
who told him. Because he was, had gone to Charleston, and met with
the Board of Education about business.
Nothing was said about
making him president. And he went on and on, up to Parkersburg to
give a high school commencement address. And that night at 11:00,
I got a phone call from a friend saying, "Congratulations, Stewart
has been made president of the college." And I thought, "What in
the world was happening." He, he ... didn't know anything about it.
When he came home that morning, he came right home maybe about 8:00
and I told him that he'd been appointed, and he said nothing had
been said.
But it, it made him feel good because he, they
recognized his good job as acting- president. Is that my phone?
Montserrat: So you'd been barely settled into your house on 8th
Street, and suddenly you had to make another move.
Evelyn: Well, that was from, yeah, for about 2 years .
didn't go into the president's home until June of '47.
Montserrat:
keep it?
Evelyn:

See, we

Did you go ahead and sell the house on 8th Street or

Yes, we did.
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Montserrat: And what was the home, what address was the home you
moved into in June of 1947?
Evelyn:
campus.

1636, 5th Avenue was the president's home, right off the

Montserrat:

And what was that like, to move in there?

Evelyn:
Well, some of it, it was interesting, some of it was
furnished. The upstairs of course, wasn't, so all our things went
up there. It was of course, bigger than the home over there (mmmhmm), and it had a third floor that the children could more or less
use as a playroom. And a big yard that they could play in. And of
course, the backyard was right off the campus, so they often were
over there. And eventually went to the laboratory school, which
was just a couple of blocks down.
Montserrat:

And did you have to do a lot of entertaining there?

Evelyn:
Uh, yes, well, you had receptions for faculty and uh,
student groups.
And the very first one we had there uh, my
children were around as they always were, and this, he had the
older, oldest child wasn't used to this type of entertaining, and
I can remember he saw these people and all the food, and we were
standing in line, he came and stood in front of his father and
said, "Dad, this must be costing you an awful lot of money!"
[laughter] He was overwhelmed. He was about 9 then. One of the
humorous parts of being there.
Montserrat: What were some of the most challenging problems that
your husband faced in the early years?
Evelyn: Well, I think one of the very first he being confronted
with the veterans wanting to come back. Well, just finding enough
classroom space for them, and living room space for them.
And
finding faculty to teach during the summer, and uh, there ... there
were always challenges, and he could see things that he wanted to
do.
Montserrat: What sorts of things did he have to do to accommodate
that? I know that they set up some Quonset huts.
Evelyn: Yes. And they uh ... uh, was called Donald Court. It's now
the Enslow Park area (yes), they got some of the G.I. dormitories
I guess, and set them up there. And families lived over there.
And uh, I know that the, I think the engineering building was a
great big Army surplus. You relied a lot on the Army surplus.
Montserrat: He was made president of Marshall at a time when the
university was growing substantially because of returning vets
and . ...

Evelyn: Well, yes, and coming back to college and uh, and there
just was growth, inevitable growth, and you had to uh, .move on with
it.
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Montserrat:
the sta'rt?

And did he face significant budgetary restraints from

Evelyn: Oh, Marshall has always suffered budget problems. At that
time, Marshall and the other West Virginia colleges were under the
West Virginia Board of Education. The university at Morgantown had
their board and their budget and this board had its budget. And as
a result, Marshall always had to share this one budget with all
these small colleges. And we just never had all that we needed.
And uh, it was very shortly after he became president that he
realized the need for a uh, a foundation, a Marshall Foundation.
Which would give people an opportunity to make contributions to
Marshall without going through the state budget.
Because many
people felt, well, this is a state institution, why doesn't the
state support them? Well, there were things that were needed that
the state wouldn't support. So, people then began leaving money in
their wills and making contributions. I really think that that was
a very important move to have a foundation.
Montserrat:

Was the alumni very organized at that point?

Evelyn: Not to a great deal. He realized that I think the first
uh, degree graduates were in maybe the mid-20's, so you had a very
small background of alumni to support the institution.
Now,
the ... they have grown and are become wealthy; some of them can make
substantial contributions through the foundation. But back then it
was rather difficult to get it organized. But they persister in
it.
Montserrat:
Well, as Marshall moved into the 1950's, black
students began attending the college ... (first as graduate
students) ... and how do you think the de-segregation of Marshall
went?
Evelyn: Well, I think it was good that we began first with the
graduate students because they were ... they were a more serious
group of course, and older and you really had no social problems.
They lived here and they wanted an education. And uh ....
END OF SIDE 1
Evelyn:
... was also editor of the local paper.
And uh, they
agreed that the less publicity about the graduates, the Negro
graduates coming would be better for the whole situation. In other
words, do it quietly. And I think that even the uh, some of the
black people themselves felt this was a good thi_n g, and they
appreciated it.
In fact, the newspaper wasn't even on campus
asking them all these questions.
Montserrat: And before very long there were several black athletes
that started attending Marshall. (yeah, mmm-hmm) That helped the
situation.
Evelyn:
Yes, I really don't think ... of course, one of the big
problems was when they went into the dormitories. I mean, being
9

able to educate white students to accept a black roommate. But it
wa~ ty~ical on this campus that after~ think about 5 or 6 weeks
they ... students were able even in uh, before this time to change
roommates if they wanted to; it was expected. You could do it and
there was no problem about it at all. So, there was that ability
to make changes without any furor, if anyone wanted to make a
change in the roommate; it could be done then. And oh, I suppose
there was some to-do about the fraternities. I remember one of the
I can't remember which one finally ....
Montserrat: There was some sort of instance with something they
called (ofd S,,~,-U-..J
week? (Oh, yes, but ... ) [inaudible]
z;;-F"

Evelyn:
guess.

I

forget which one it was, the one oh, [inaudible] ... I
Cfc.a.,fl-:, A A-L1~h.. - G[~ J

Montserrat:
And
some
suggested ... [inaudible] ....

of

the

black

students

Evelyn: Right. And uh, but I think this fraternity, after doing
it some more time, said, well, this isn't a big thing. But while
my husband was here, we never had any confrontations between the
races. (mmm- hmm)
Montserrat: And the students seemed, the white students seemed to
adjust to it?
Evelyn: I ... of course, I don't know how they really did, but they
did accept (mmm-hmm), it was a fact, so (mrnmh), and I suppose the
faculty had an adjustment to make, too, so it was done without any
incidents, as far as we were concerned.
Montserrat: And uh, one of the most important things that your
husband presided over, undoubtedly, was the granting of university
status to Marshall in 1961. Can you tell me a little bit about the
years he struggled for that, and the hard work he put into lobbying
the legislature and so forth?
Evelyn: Well, it was something that had been on, well, I don't
think he originated the idea. I think a lot of people locally felt
that there never was a good time to do it. It just never seemed to
be, but as we kept growing and he, groups would come here to uh,
oh, survey the university, there's a word and I can't think of it
(accredit?) accredit it, right.
And they would keep saying,
"You've got to have university status, in order to accomplish the
goals that need to be accomplished."
And uh, finally, he
approached the board. Of course, he had to get their permission
first. And they said, "Are you sure this is the right time?" And
he said, "I do, I feel that this ... this is the time we should try."
So they gave the bill the permission to come up. And of cours~,
prior to that there'd been talk about it, and many said they would
never vote for it, but he did; he did go out into the state and
meet some of the legislators in their hometowns.
And never
pressure them, but just presented his case for university status.
And it was pretty exciting when, the days when they were debating
about it, and he would go down ... it was a lot of excitement and
10

tension, of course, not knowing whether it would really happen or
no"t.
'
Montserrat:
did happen.

There's a lot of celebrating on campus when it finally
(oh, yeah)

Evelyn:
I know my husband was in his off ice when he heard a
thundering noise down the hall, and wondered what it was. And it
was the students corning down to tell him and to congratulate him,
and of course, I think they spilled over into town and they were
very excited about it. And the university telephone operator, when
she heard it, of course, would answer "Marshall University,"
instead of Marshall College and when people heard that, they should
have realized it was a fact. And then we had a special celebration
of course, when Governor Barron came and signed it in the
Gullickson, the gym, which was a big place.
Montserrat: And that was being opened at that time, was it not?
Gullickson Hall?
Evelyn: It wasn't opened too long. And it was quite exciting. I
can't remember the details of the celebration, but I can see, still
see him sitting there and signed the bill.
Montserrat:
Now, this was 1636, 5th Avenue, which was the
president's home.
Was that the only president's home that you
lived in, or was there another home?
Evelyn: Yes, in let's see, '68, I think it was in '66, we moved
into 1515- 5th Avenue. They needed the president's home for some
offices and all, so for oh, what did they call that? The uh, the
(the _____ house?) no, that was another thing. I forgot about
that. No, the 3rd and 4th, 3 and 4 year old nursery school, we had
a nursery school program in the teachers college, in the home ec
department. And that fitted in very well for them because they had
the kitchen and all of that. And they moved in there and we moved
into 1515, which was considerably larger and more fun to entertain
in. There was a lot more room to do things in, because in 1636,
rny . .. my children, this was their home.
And I know a couple of
hours before a reception or afternoon tea, someone would say,
[inaudible] ... the toys were still scattered around, and the house
was very much lived in. (did you have help from the university?)
No, no, whatever help we had ... of course, we were able to have
someone come over and do the dishes and help serve.
Montserrat:

How about the cooking, and so forth?

Evelyn: Well, very often the cafeteria would supply the big part.
I usually made the dessert, and uh, I know for the, our Christmas
parties uh, I made all the cookies, which kept me busy for a long
time. And then we would buy some of the, some of the appetizers
from ... that was our ... and we didn't send faculty Christmas cards.
That was our Merry Christmas.
Montserrat:

[inaudible] ... big tradition.
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Evelyn:
Yes, and I ... I think, I don't know whether it was a
traditi'on when we came here or not, but very shortly, I know even
as acting president we had a group over in the student center for
the faculty.
Montserrat: Well, Marshall continues to grow in 1950. What was
the problem, your husband had succeeded in getting the state
legislature to grant university status to Marshall. What sort of
problems did he face [inaudible] ... ?
Evelyn:
Well, of course, finances were always the big, the big
problem, getting the money to, to uh, have the programs that he
wanted.
And it was a very slow, slow progress because I guess
there was still resistance and they wanted to hold us back. So I
suppose for several years there was probably very little change in
what went on on the campus.
I don't know of anything big that
happened because of the university status.
Montserrat:
Marshall?
Evelyn:

Did your children or any of your children attend

Yes, three of them graduated from Marshall.

Montserrat:

Uh ....

And when were they students there?

Evelyn:
Well, right after they got out of high school ... in the
'60's. And my daughter graduated I think, about 1970, '71, but it
was ....
Montserrat: The student, the attitude of the student body changed
in the mid to late '60's, the main student body across the country.
Uh ... how
do
you
think
your
husband
reacted
to
those
[inaudible] ... environment on campus?
Evelyn: Well, I'm sure they were things that they wanted that a
change might have to be made.
I know especially dormitories,
living, they used to have to come in at an early hour, things, you
know, young people wanted to stay out more.
And they wanted to
live off-campus in apartments and there was a lot of things that
came up and you accommodated ... tried to still hold reins on things.
I know the deans would inspect all places. If they wanted to move
into, they felt they had to do that. And then the parents sent
their children here and they felt they had some responsibility.
And I know there was a, there was a feeling, I think, I think my
father, my husband had that. But he, these young people and their
morals weren't his, the university's responsibility.
And we
couldn't let them go loose, so to speak, and of course, that was
changed. You're no longer their parents, and but ... we had the dean
of men and women, and they, students could come to them, and I
think there was never anyone who couldn't come to my husband. He
was always available to anybody who wanted to see him; faculty and
students alike. Which I, I think they considered him their friend.
(mmh-hmm) Because he had student, freshman orientation, things for
the freshmen, which he went and got to know them, so he, and he
often would walk the campus and stop in the dormitories, see the
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house mothers. That's another thing you had in order to ... to uh,
noc control the students, but give them an anchor and which I think
sometimes now they don't have on campuses.
Montserrat:

We have more dormitories now.

[inaudible]

Evelyn: rt was during my husband's tenure and also, Smith Hall.
And they built that with the idea that more stories could go over
on top of that. And of course, people wanted to come here. And if
you didn't have dormitory space, they couldn't come.
So there was
a space there, a building, dormitories and I know the university
appreciated the sorority and fraternity houses, because that they
could house young people. And then they began building apartments
and they liked to move into them, so it evolved there.
Montserrat:
Now, looking back over your years as the Lady of
Marshall, what do you consider to be the most positive changes that
the university ... [inaudible-voice fading out] ... ?
Evelyn: You better turn that off, while I think. [machine being
turned off and on]
Well, a lot of fraternities and sororities
became national, which was the growth (mmm-hmm). And many honor
societies were started in different areas of study. And we have a
Circle (mmm-hmm). We also used to have what we call
Life Planning Week, out of which evolved the mood for the Campus
Christian Center. The faculty felt that there should be a place on
campus that those students could go and worship and have ....
Montserrat:
And the Campus Christian Center is a rather unique
thing for the university to have~
Evelyn: Well, it is and it uh, really, it's on, isn't on state
property. It's owned by the corporation of the churches who banded
together.
And I think that has, that's a nice stabilizing
influence over there.
Montserrat: Now, Ms. Smith, your husband retired in 1968.
it that he decided to retire?

How was

Evelyn: Well, I don't know. We encouraged him, we felt that it
was time to have some fun and uh, I guess he sort of felt that he,
that he might have been just getting tired of ... of this increased
responsibility. And uh, so he announced to The Parthenon, was the
group after a story, after a faculty meeting, and he announced it
there, and then The Parthenon came out with the announcement. And
that was in early I think, in early '67 or in '67 he announced that
he would retire in 1968.
Montserrat: About how many hours a day was he working?
it was more than an 8-hour-a-day job (oh, yes).

I'm sure

Evelyn: We always attended the functions, the forum, and the plays
and uh, all musical programs, we made an attempt to go to all those
things. If he couldn't, I did. Or we would go together. We felt
that that was all part of ....
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Montserrat:
When your children were young, what sort of
babysi£ting arrangements did you have in order to be able to do
those things?
Evelyn: Well, we ... we uh, when my daughter was born, we had got a
college girl from over in Greenbriar County came to live with us as
a freshman. And she helped look after Margaret. But we wanted her
to go to the evening things that she wanted to go to. We had a
garage and there was an apartment over the garage, and uh, we
allowed an athlete, two athletes, to live over the garage for
babysitting, so we, we would get the children to bed and, or get a
sitter in and then they would just come up and just sit in the
house while we were out for an evening.
So that was, and of
course, we had babysitters after the girl graduated.
Montserrat:
hard).

And so being president was very tiresome for you (oh,

Evelyn: And in the beginning we worked, the offices were opened
Saturday morning. And there were always speeches to give, we were
called on for many things.
I mean, that was all part of the
position. You have to sell the university.
Montserrat:
After years and years of work,
anxious for that ....

you were kind of

Evelyn: About 23 years we had been here that he felt that it was
time for new, new ideas, and uh ....
Montserrat:
retired?

But how old was he at the age, how old was he when he

Evelyn: Well, he would have been 64.
to, but ....
Montserrat:

He retired before he needed

And so, what did you do when he retired?

Evelyn:
We wanted to go trailering ( un-huh), and friends got
together and raised enough money to buy and they presented us with
a car that was fixed to pull a trailer, and they presented us with
a trailer also, so that, that meant we were breaking up
housekeeping and leaving Huntington. With the intention of course,
of returning. We stored our furniture. And we went up to Canada,
across Canada, down into Mexico, went to the 1968 Olympics and uh,
were gone about five months. And then returned. And then we lived
about 3 months in a furnished house, until we found this home, and
then moved in here, in April of '69. And uh, oh, he wasn't ready
to not do anything. So he uh, he had a sort of an administrative
position at the 1st Huntington Bank. And then that, he felt that
he had enough of that, and the president of Alderson-Broaddus
prevailed upon him to come up there, and wanted the both of us to
come up but uh, I didn't want to because my daughter was home,
finishing up at Marshall. So he went up there for a year. And
that's where he was in 1970. And then after that, he gradually
broke his ties with Alderson-Broaddus, but was connected with a
physician's assistant program where he would help place their
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as~i.st_a pts in work with a hospital or a doctor, and he would travel
around West Virginia to see how they were doing. That was, then he
joined the Board of the Huntington Federal Savings and Loan, and
then that was, that was the en~ of his working (mmm-hmm) years.
Montserrat: So, what did h~ do then after he quit working in, did
he play golf or ... ?
·
Evelyn: Nooo, but he was .... liked gardening and he had the garden
back here, and he had a garden over in Ohio and uh, that, that
kept him busy and contented, and of course, he was always
interested in scouting. He received a certificate for 50 years in
Boy Scouting.
And it was really these volunteer that satisfied
him, kept him busy.
Montserrat:
Evelyn:

Uh, what year did he pass away?

(1982)

Okay.

So that's soon be five years.

Montserrat:

Did he suffer a long time?

Evelyn:
No, he no, not really.
He was very fortunate in that
respect.
He ... he uh, was busy about up until he began to have
trouble, troubles and when after his operation in October and they
discovered liver cancer that was, nothing could be done, he
accepted that fact that he wasn't going to live.
And died in
December.
Montserrat:
alone?

And has it been a difficult thing to adjust to, being

Evelyn: Well, it was awfully hard in the beginning, of course,
being lonesome, and coming into an empty home, because whenever I
came in, I'd always call to him and say "I'm here." And after
that, nobody cared. But uh, I ... I had always volunteered at the
Red Cross, so I continued that. And then I began volunteering at
Cabell-Huntington Hospital.
And uh, I've made new friends over
there. And I've adjusted to being alone. Keeping busy and ...
Montserrat:

And do your children come and visit?

Evelyn: Oh, yes, and I visit them.
sons is with the state department, so
came back from a visit in Hong Kong. I
and now heis on his way to Australia,
(go there), go visit him there.
Montserrat:
Evelyn:

Okay.

And fortunately, one of my
I visited him in ... and just
went to see him in Jamaica,
[laughing], so perhaps I'll

Thank you very much for your interview.

Enjoyed it, thank you.

END OF INTERVIEW
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